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plans to do with the terrorists housed 
at Guantanamo, Attorney General 
Holder chose to deliver a speech in Ber-
lin yesterday in which he reiterated 
the administration’s intent to close it. 

During that speech, Attorney Gen-
eral Holder acknowledged once again 
that Guantanamo is ‘‘run in an effi-
cient, professional manner.’’ He said 
detainees there are treated humanely. 
Yet Guantanamo must be closed, he 
said, because it represents, as he put it, 
a time and an approach that we want 
to put behind us. And keeping this so- 
called symbol open ‘‘makes America 
less safe’’ and makes our friends, in-
cluding Europeans, ‘‘less secure.’’ 

It is clear from these remarks that 
the administration is putting sym-
bolism ahead of safety. This becomes 
even more apparent from Attorney 
General Holder’s admission that clos-
ing Guantanamo will be ‘‘one of the 
most daunting challenges’’ he will face. 
He clearly realizes what most Ameri-
cans realize: closing Guantanamo is 
not a good option if no safe alter-
natives exist. 

In an effort to circumvent this di-
lemma, Attorney General Holder says 
the U.S. will not only transfer detain-
ees but also release some of them and 
try others in Federal court. Nowhere 
did the Attorney General mention the 
use of the military commissions proc-
ess that Congress passed on a bipar-
tisan basis at the direction of the Su-
preme Court. The Attorney General’s 
comments present a whole range of 
new problems and potential dangers 
that some of my colleagues will detail 
throughout the day. 

Attorney General Holder also failed 
to address recent news reports that the 
administration was considering releas-
ing Guantanamo detainees into Amer-
ican communities. On April 2, Senator 
Sessions sent the Attorney General a 
letter asking him what legal authority 
the administration has to release de-
tainees who have participated in ter-
rorist-related activities into the United 
States. The Attorney General still has 
not responded to Senator Sessions. But 
it is a question the American people 
want answered right away. 

This weekend I will be attending the 
Kentucky Derby with well over 100,000 
Kentuckians and other Americans, and 
if I asked every one of them if they 
thought sending terrorists to our 
neighborhoods was a good plan, I would 
get more than 100,000 resounding 
‘‘noes.’’ 

Since the administration has not 
given any indication where it plans to 
put the 240 terrorists currently housed 
at Guantanamo, the Attorney General 
was asked in Berlin if any of the de-
tainees could be put up in hotels. Ac-
cording to the Associated Press report 
on the meeting, the Attorney General 
joked that ‘‘hotels might be a possi-
bility, it depends on where the hotel 
is.’’ 

The question of where the terrorists 
at Guantanamo will be sent is no jok-
ing matter—and the administration 

needs to tell the American people how 
it will keep the terrorists at Guanta-
namo out of our neighborhoods and off 
of the battlefield. Its one thing not to 
have a plan. It is another to joke about 
not having one. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SERGEANT DAVID K. COOPER 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
the Nation and the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky are poorer today for the loss 
of SGT David K. Cooper of Williams-
burg. On August 27, 2008, Sergeant Coo-
per was tragically killed when his dis-
mounted patrol came under small-arms 
fire in Iraq. He was 25 years old. 

Sergeant Cooper was in his third tour 
in Iraq. For his bravery in uniform, he 
received several medals, awards and 
decorations, including the Army Good 
Conduct Medal, the Purple Heart and 
the Bronze Star Medal. 

Sergeant Cooper was laid to rest at 
Bowlin Cemetery in Jellico, TN, about 
10 miles south of Williamsburg. Ed Bai-
ley, a friend who watched him grow up, 
said of Sergeant Cooper, ‘‘I don’t know 
where our country keeps getting these 
heroes.’’ 

Ronald and Judy Cooper, David’s par-
ents, could tell you. They fondly re-
member David, who was born in Whit-
ley County and raised in Williamsburg, 
as a fun-loving kid who enjoyed foot-
ball, track and playing in the school 
band. 

‘‘David seemed to go straight from 
being a little boy at 11 to being a man 
at 12, full facial hair and all,’’ says his 
mother, Judy. ‘‘David played junior- 
high football. The coach had David and 
one other player like him. Coach had 
to carry a copy of these two players’ 
birth certificates to prove they were 
not over age for junior-high football.’’ 

David went on to play defensive end 
and tight end on his highschool foot-
ball team, the Williamsburg Yellow 
Jackets. One friend who played with 
him, Steven Moses, still remembers 
David as ‘‘hard as heck to block.’’ 

David had many friends, who called 
him by the nickname ‘‘Coop.’’ As for 
David’s friends, they all seemed to 
have the same first name—‘‘My 
Buddy.’’ 

In a eulogy she wrote with David’s 
sisters, Veronica and Vanessa, and gra-
ciously shared with me, Judy recalls 
what David would call his friends: ‘‘My 
Buddy Matt, My Buddy Chapman, My 
Buddy Black.’’ 

Once when David went out with his 
friends to cut down their own Christ-
mas tree, he demonstrated that he 
barely knew his own strength. The 
group borrowed a parent’s truck, went 
out and cut down a big beautiful cedar. 

‘‘David was always a big, strong man, 
even in high school,’’ says Judy. ‘‘As 
they were loading the tree, one of the 
branches got stuck on the tailgate. 
David and one of his friends got up into 
the truck, gave a mighty heave, and 
pulled the tree up into the bed of the 
truck and straight through the back 
window.’’ 

David graduated from Williamsburg 
High School in 2001 and attended East-
ern Kentucky University. In May 2004, 
he enlisted in the Army. 

Roddy Harrison, the mayor of Wil-
liamsburg and David’s former teacher 
and high school football coach, remem-
bers seeing David soon after he enlisted 
and telling him how proud he was of 
him. ‘‘He was a smart kid,’’ Mayor Har-
rison recalls. ‘‘A good student, very 
likable. He had a great sense of humor. 
. . . We are going to miss him.’’ 

David attended basic training at Fort 
Sill, OK, and advanced individual 
training at Fort Sill and Redstone Ar-
senal in Alabama. By 2005, he was as-
signed to Golf Forward Support Com-
pany, 4th Battalion, 42nd Field Artil-
lery, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th In-
fantry Division, based out of Fort 
Hood, TX. He was soon deployed to Iraq 
and served as a radar repair mechanic. 

David’s commanding officer in Iraq, 
CPT Christopher M. Guillory, wrote to 
Judy about her son. ‘‘I usually called 
him Coop; [he] called me ‘sir’ or ‘Cap-
tain G,’ ’’ he wrote. ‘‘Whether it was at 
Chapman’s house while they were 
working on trucks, the drag strip, or at 
the monster truck shows, he was al-
ways respectful to me while we had a 
great time. David was a great young 
man, who had shown a great deal of 
maturity in the time I knew him.’’ 

In Iraq, David served as a command 
team driver and company armorer. He 
was selected to serve on his command 
sergeant major’s personal security de-
tail for his tactical knowledge and 
record of performance. 

When home on leave, David would 
tell his childhood friend Matt 
Mountjoy about the excitement of 
serving in the Army. He knew the dan-
gers but was unafraid to face them. 
‘‘He really was a brave person,’’ Matt 
says. ‘‘I never, never heard him say he 
was ever scared.’’ 

His mother Judy remembers that 
after David’s death, a group of his 
friends came to visit her and share sto-
ries about her son. The stories mostly 
began, ‘‘You remember that time when 
me and you and Coop . . . ’’ Judy says. 
‘‘They were all funny, most of them 
dangerous. . . . Were they funny at the 
time? No. Where do you think I got all 
of these gray hairs and wrinkles? But 
time does give us perspective.’’ 

David’s many friends and family 
members are in our thoughts as we re-
member him today. We are thinking of 
his wife, Amanda Fuston Cooper; his 
parents, Ronald Cooper and Judy Par-
rot Cooper; his sisters, Veronica Cooper 
and Vanessa Cooper, and Vanessa’s fi-
nance Dave Seeger; his grandparents, 
Wanda and E.L. Cooper; his aunts, 
Jenny Begluitti, Janice Rutherford, 
and Joyce Dippel, and Joyce’s husband 
Marty; his uncles, Steve Cooper and 
John Parrot, and John’s wife Sonya; 
and many other beloved friends and 
family members. 

All of those who knew him will re-
member a man of many fine qualities, 
including honesty. His mother Judy 
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says no one ever had to guess where 
they stood with David. ‘‘David and I 
had a very close relationship,’’ she 
says. ‘‘He always said, ‘Mom, I know 
there isn’t any sense in me trying to 
lie to you. I know you’re just going to 
find out the truth anyway.’ ’’ 

What is the truth now is that our Na-
tion must never forget SGT David K. 
Cooper’s service, nor can we ever forget 
the loss and pain caused to his family 
by his enormous sacrifice. I hope they 
will remember that this Senate is 
proud to honor SGT David K. Cooper 
for his bravery, his patriotism, and his 
love of country. 

Madam President, I yield the floor 
and suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two 
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half and the 
Republicans controlling the second 
half. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Jersey. 

f 

CASTRO BROTHERS 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 
two weeks ago, the democratically 
elected leaders of the Western Hemi-
sphere met for the Summit of the 
Americas. The Castro regime in Cuba 
was not invited, because it has violated 
the democratic charter of the Organi-
zation of American States for the last 
5 decades. 

At the same time as that meeting in 
Trinidad and Tobago, Raul Castro gave 
a speech in Venezuela. He said he 
would be willing to negotiate with the 
United States and put everything on 
the table. Many considered this 
‘‘news.’’ 

Well, let me tell you, those com-
ments aren’t news to anyone who has 
followed the rhetoric of the regime 
over the decades. The Castros have 
made promise after promise and none 
of their promises have resulted in sub-
stantial change on the island, none of 
their promises have resulted in the re-

lease of the labor leaders, journalists 
or clergymen jailed for no crime other 
than speaking their minds, the end of 
the network of government spies on 
every block, or the granting of basic 
human rights that we in the United 
States take for granted. None of their 
promises have resulted in economic 
freedom for the millions of Cubans who 
try to get by on less than a dollar a 
day. 

And so it was hardly news that not 
long after Raul Castro spoke, his older 
brother Fidel made comments clari-
fying that nothing would change, and 
blaming all conditions in Cuba on the 
United States. 

He said President Obama acted with 
‘‘autosuficiencia’’ y ‘‘superficialidad’’, 
he called him conceited and superficial. 

I am surprised that Secretary Clin-
ton, in her remarks, would jump so fast 
to consider that good news. 

While Raul Castro spoke at a meet-
ing in Venezuela, there was another 
gathering going on in Cuba. It was a 
gathering of state security agents and 
secret police, outside the home of 
Jorge Luis Garcı́a Pérez, known as 
‘‘Antúnez.’’ 

With tremendous courage, Antúnez 
began a hunger strike to protest the 
oppressive Castro regime. In response, 
agents descended on the house last 
March 17. According to Amnesty Inter-
national, they have orders to use force 
against and arrest anyone to prevent 
them from entering the house, includ-
ing anyone who could provide medical 
treatment. 

Antúnez and three other Cubans have 
vowed to continue their protest until 
the torture of political prisoner Mario 
Alberto Perez Aguilera, held at the 
Santa Clara Provincial Prison, ceases 
immediately. 

They will continue their protest 
until he is taken out of a tiny solitary 
confinement cell, until he is no longer 
beaten and forced to starve, until the 
regime allows Antúnez’ sister Caridad 
Garcia Perez to rebuild her home de-
stroyed by the hurricanes last year, 
which they have not allowed, as fur-
ther punishment to these activists. 

From his house in Placetas, Cuba, 
Antúnez wrote me a letter on April 13. 

Here’s an excerpt, in Spanish: 
Compatriotas a nombre de nuestro pueblo 

cubano persistan en sus nobles y sinceros 
esfuerzos, sepan que para los cubanos la 
libertad, la dignidad y el respeto a los 
derechos humanos tiened mucho más 
permanencia e importancia que las ventajas 
económicas que puedan traer los viajes de 
turismo y las llegadas de insumos que 
financiarıÉn más que al pueblo a la cruel 
tiranı̃a que nos oprime. 

He said: 
Those who continue their noble and sincere 

efforts on behalf of the Cuban people, please 
know, that for Cubans, liberty, dignity and 
respect for human rights are much more per-
manent and important than the economic 
advantages that might come with visiting 
tourists and the arrival of products, which 
will benefit the cruel tyranny that oppresses 
us more than the Cuban people. 

That is the kind of courage that can 
break a dictatorship. That is the kind 

of courage we should support. And that 
is the kind of person whose advice we 
should heed, the human rights activist, 
the Cuban who sacrifices day and night 
in a peaceful struggle for freedom, 
these are the voices we should listen to 
when we are making our policy toward 
the Castro regime. 

Some like to cling to a romantic no-
tion of the Castros, but we cannot lose 
sight of these brutal facts. There is no 
indication that political prisoners are 
being released, free speech is being al-
lowed or Cubans are being granted 
basic liberties that we take for grant-
ed. 

For the Organization of American 
States to readmit a regime that en-
gages in this type of systematic sup-
pression of human rights, it would have 
to rip up its Inter-American Demo-
cratic Charter as a farce. It would have 
to ignore Article 78 of the declaration, 
reaffirming, ‘‘the legitimacy of elec-
toral processes and full respect for 
human rights and fundamental free-
doms.’’ And it would be sending a clear 
signal to other countries moving in the 
wrong direction, away from democracy, 
that it is perfectly OK to do so. 

In respect to the very complicated 
choices we have on Cuba policy, Presi-
dent Obama has proven himself a man 
of action. I support his allowing Cuban- 
Americans more opportunities to trav-
el to Cuba, because I think families 
should have the chance to be reunited. 

On the other hand, and although I 
support finding ways to improve the fi-
nancial situation of the Cuban people, I 
think allowing unlimited remittances 
was not the right move, when the Cas-
tro regime still takes for itself up to 30 
percent of all the money sent. 

The administration also announced 
changes regarding telecommunications 
policy. Let me be clear: in spite of the 
fact that the regime has rejected such 
gestures in the past, I hope that it will 
now allow U.S. telecommunications 
companies to increase the flow of infor-
mation to and from the island. That 
said, we need to be sure to prevent a re-
peat of what happened in China, where 
U.S. telecommunications firms helped 
the Chinese government monitor Inter-
net users and control content. U.S. 
companies cannot and should not cen-
sor Internet searches and block Web 
sites at the request of the regime. 

But mainly what we have learned 
from these good-faith actions on the 
part of the United States is that they 
have not resulted in any change of be-
havior from the regime in Cuba. 

We have traded concessions and got-
ten only rhetoric in return. We have 
extended our hand, while the Cuban re-
gime maintains its iron-handed 
clenched fist. 

We cannot allow ourselves to start 
down a slippery slope of relaxing re-
strictions, that only winds up allowing 
the Castro regime to strengthen the 
iron fist by which it rules. 

The press is reporting that the State 
Department is looking to hold talks on 
migration and counternarcotics with 
the Castro regime. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 01:08 Jun 07, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD09\RECFILES\S30AP9.REC S30AP9m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

76
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-13T08:36:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




